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Programme of Public Lectures and Field Trips for 2022-2023 Season  
 

Wednesday 1st June 2022 Destruction of Blarney R.I.C. Barracks 1st June 1920 
Guest Speaker: John Mulcahy, Blarney and District Historical Society, tells us the story of the Attack on the Blarney 

R.I.C. Barracks which occurred on June 1st 1920. The Barracks and the Blarney Castle Hotel next door were both 

extensively damaged by a badly placed bomb in the initial attack but the Barracks was totally demolished the following 

day by the I.R.A. attackers. This evening we will be literally on the site where the action took place as the lecture will 

be presented in the area where the bomb was planted. This talk was originally planned for 2020 but Covid restrictions 

prevented it going ahead. 
 

Wednesday 13th July 2022 Launch of Issue 13 Old Blarney Journal 
Takes place in The Blarney Castle Hotel at 8.00 p.m. 

Everybody Welcome. 

Contains an interesting selection of articles relating to Blarney and District 

Makes an excellent Christmas Present for family or friends. 

 

Tuesday 23rd August 2022 ‘Field Trip: Blarney’s Rebel Trail’ 
Leader: John Mulcahy, Blarney and District Historical Society, heads a walking tour of places of interest in Blarney 

Village relating to the War of Independence 

  

Thursday 8th September 2022 Annual General Meeting 

Thursday 22nd September 2022 ‘The Tragic Sinking of RMS Lusitania 1915’.  
Guest Speaker Mr. Con Hayes Secretary, Lusitania Museum, Old Head Signal Tower Heritage GLC relates the sad 

story of the sinking of the ocean liner RMS Lusitania which occurred on Friday, 7 May 1915 one hundred and seven 

years ago. The huge ship was torpedoed by a German U-boat, 11 miles off the Old Head of Kinsale, killing 1,198 

passengers and crew. 

 

Thursday 6th October 2022 ‘Stories from the Big Houses in Montenotte’ 
Guest Speaker Brendan Goggin, Former Academic Registrar of Cork Institute of Technology, a local historian 

Brendan has written and lectured extensively on the history of the north eastern suburbs of Cork City. He tells that 

residents of Montenotte were prominently involved in the commercial, industrial, political and social life of Cork as the 

suburb developed during the 18th, 19th and 20th century.  The illustrated talk explores aspects of life in those times and 

the contributions residents of the area made to the life and development of the city.  

 

Thursday 20th October 2022 ‘Dr. James Barry – The Woman who fooled the British Empire’ 
Guest Speaker, Anne Twomey, Shandon Area History Group, relates the extraordinary tale of Dr. James Barry, 

Inspector General of the British Army Medical Corp, who died of dysentery in 1865 and when his body was 

prepared for burial it was discovered to be female with pregnancy stress marks. Born Margaret Ann Bulkley about 1789 

in Cork, denied formal education, she identified as James Barry, moved to Edinburgh and enrolled in Medical School. 

Got a degree in 1809 and until 1865 lived a life of deceit and intrigue.  

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Thursday 3rd November 2022 ‘The Cork Hunger Strike Aug 11th – Nov 12th 1920’ 
Guest Speaker, John Mulcahy, Blarney and District Historical Society, tells of the Hunger Strike which began on 11 

August 1920, when 65 men interned without trial went on hunger strike, demanding release from prison, and 

reinstatement of their political prisoner status. A week into the hunger strike, all but 11 of the men were released or 

deported to prison in England. Two died but the nine surviving hunger strikers continued on for up to 94 days, in which 

no food was consumed, whether as a result of force-feeding or otherwise ending their fast on 12 November 1920, 

following orders from Arthur Griffith.  
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Thursday 1st December 2022, ‘1840-1850 South American Escapades 

of Clancy from Cork and McNamara from Clare’ 
Guest Speaker, Mr. John O’Connell, Local Historian and Author, relates the compelling story of these two Irishmen 

and their disastrous endeavours. 2 Rogue Priests – one, a Cork-man named Clancy, destroyed a diocese in British Guiana 

between 1837 and 1847, and the other, a Clare-man named Macnamara, triggered an event which culminated with the 

US/Mexican War of 1846/48. 

 

Thursday 5th January 2023 ‘Brieflets from Blarney 1923’ 
Guest Speaker Richard Forrest, Blarney and District Historical Society presents an illustrated talk which includes 

many interesting and exciting excerpts and pictures from the local newspapers of the time, highlighting life and events 

as they occurred locally, on a month-by-month basis from January to December of 1923. 

  

Thursday 6th February 2023 Rural Electrification 1946 - 1965 
Guest Speaker, Mr. Frank Donaldson, Historian and Author, tells of a time before electricity was widely available 

to the rural population of Ireland. He relates the period between 1946 and 1965, which is within living memory and 

many people can recall the massive installation of power lines across the country to magically brighten up houses with 

electric light and electric power for cooking. 

 

Thursday 2nd March 2023 Spike Island’s Republican Prisoners 1921 
Guest Speaker, Tom O’Neill, Historian and Author, served thirty-two years in management with the Irish Prison 

Service and thirty-four years in the Army Reserve, retiring with the rank of Commandant. He has prepared and presented 

lectures of a military nature to many historical societies. His exhaustive research of newly available material has 

unearthed many facts surrounding the Republican Prisoners of Spike Island, many from Blarney and District.  

 

Thursday 13th April 2023 ‘The Special Language and Traditions of Stonemasons’ 
Guest Speaker Mr. Jim Fahy, Stonemason and Historian, hails from a well-known and highly respected family of 

Stonemasons and this evening, he speaks as an acknowledged expert on the history of the special language and traditions 

of the Stonemasons trade. He has amassed a huge collection of records and photographs as well as a great many priceless 

artifacts relating to the trade. 

 

Thursday 4th May 2023 By a Treaty Divided – Civil War in Cork 
Guest Speaker Mr. Gerry White, Historian and Author, has done intensive research and many publications on the 

War of Independence and the Civil War. Gerry explains the reasons why The Treaty caused such division and hatred 

among the people who had fought together previously leading to the Civil War. It ended in May 1923. Gerry discusses 

how its effects still linger nationally and locally after 100 years. 

Thursday 18th May 2023        Field Trip - Details to be Advised 

Thursday 15th June 2023        Field Trip - Details to be Advised 

July/August 2023                       Summer Vacation 

August 2023                           National Heritage Week               Details to be Advised 

Thursday 7th September 2023  Annual General Meeting 
All lectures are in Scoil Mhuire Gan Smál (Blarney Secondary School) at 8.00 p.m. unless otherwise stated.  All 

events are correct at time of publication but some items may have to be cancelled or changed due to unavoidable 

circumstances from time to time. Some Field Trips may carry certain restrictions. Everybody Welcome. Please 

keep checking our web-site www.blarneyhistory.ie for up-to-date information.  
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